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to SL Patrick, who undertook to make a Christian of the
old withered hulk. Thus, in this later form, the stories of
the deeds of the Fianna are told in a dialogue between the
unregenerate pagan and the Christian aposde of meekness.
A fragment vail show the character.
Patrick. " Finn is in hell in bonds, the pleasant man
who used to bestow gold, in. penalty of his disobedience
to God, he is now in the house of pain insane. Misery
attend thee, old man, who speakest words of madness.
God is better for one hour than all the Fenians of Erin."
Ossian. "Were my son Oscar and God hand to
hand on Knock-na-vean, if I saw my son down, it is then
I would say God was a strong man. Were there a place
above or below better than heaven, it is there Finn
would go, and all the Fenians he had.'*
I need not enlarge on this literature, of which Europe
first got some inkling through Macpherson's adaptation.
But it is necessary to point out that in Gaelic the two cycles
are kept wholly distinct, whereas Macpherson draws now
on one, now on the other. Also, it is to be noted that the
kter cycle had by far the wider popularity in Ireland.
How far this was the case while there was still a pro-
fessional bardic order trained to preserve by memory and
by writing these old tales, we can only guess. But from the
seventeenth century onward that order was in rapid decay :
by the eighteenth it was gone, and the great bulk of the
manuscripts had perished with it. Yet I set down here from
my own recollection two notes which show how wide-
spread was the hold on Irish memory wherever Gaelic was
still a spoken speech, even in this twentieth century.
At Glencar in Kerry I was fishing in early spring, when
salmon were scarce ; but I had risen one in the hotel stretch.